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is looked upon more kindly than the man of the road, in America he is 
an "object of enmity," "almost a criminal." Even if this had not been 
the case the long walk offered little opportunity for study of the immi- 
grant. Perhaps that is the reason why Mr. Graham tells us so little 
about the immigrant and has filled his book with impressions of America. 
For in spite of the title, only five out of the seventeen chapters have to 
do with that subject. He has a chapter on "The Passion of America 
and the Tradition of Britain," another on our "Characteristics," one 
on "American Hospitality," one on the "American Language," and 
one on the traditions which cluster around "Our Decoration Day." 

Mr. Graham notes our courage, our almost religious faith in our own 
future, and our wastefulness of "the physical and psychical savings of the 
immigrant." He finds much evidence of our zeal to correct the evils 
of our social and political Me. 

In his prologue the author speaks of himself as coming "from 
Russia to America; from the most backward to the most forward country 
in the world; .... from the land of Tolstoi to the land of Edison; 
.... from the religion of suffering to the religion of philanthrophy." 
But he does not like the change. He finds America "too happy and 
certain and prosperous .... a place where the soul falls in a happy 
sleep," and he longs for his spiritual home, Russia, where "failure, 
danger, calamity and incertitude is [sic] a glory." 

Those who purchase With Poor Immigrants to America because of 
its title will be disappointed, although when Mr. Graham writes of the 
immigrant it is with sympathetic understanding. His comments on 
America and Americans, while not profound, are entertaining. 

Grace Abbott 
Chicago, III. 



Fear and Conventionality. By Elsie Clews Parsons. New York : 
Putnam, 1914. Pp. xviii+234. 
This study of the lesser folk-ways called conventions practically con- 
fines itseK to fear as the fundamental cause of all the usages developed 
in regard to strangers, travelers, hospitality, introductions, caste, 
chivalry, acquaintances, presents, calling, entertaining, sex relations, 
marriage, the family, age classes, ghosts, and gods. It is a very miscel- 
laneous collection which is classified under the above-named rubrics. 
Under each chapter heading are heaped usages collected from every state 
of society, from the most primitive now existing to our own. They are 
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torn from their contexts in the group lives and strung along with no 
apparent order, maldng the reading difficult and tiresome. The author 
rules out all rational or purposive action, not even considering the pos- 
sibility that actions once purposive may have become subconscious and 
customary. She leans so far backward from the error of overrationali- 
zation that she almost denies man reason as a guide to conduct. Then 
suddenly in the last chapter, entitled "An Unconventional Society," she 
jumps to the other extreme. 

Victor E. Hellkberg 
Univeesity of Kansas 



The Marriage Revolt. By William E. Carson. New York: 
Hearst's International Library Co., 1915. Pp. xiv+48i. 

The object of this work, as set forth in the Introduction, is threefold: 
to account for the "wide-spread revolt against conventional marriage"; 
to discover what "definite new conceptions" of marriage and divorce are 
being accepted; and "to obtain a forecast of probable future results" 
growing out of the discontent with present marriage and divorce restric- 
tions. Starting with a sketch of the way in which social progress and 
especially the emancipation of women have altered the traditional atti- 
tude toward marriage, the author proceeds to outline the new thought 
concerning marriage as revealed by the more liberal writers on the sub- 
ject — Ellen Key, Bernard Shaw, and others — and in the social mind in 
general. After an analysis of the causes and effects of the increase of 
divorce in the United States he attempts, by setting the divorce condi- 
tions in New York, where the restrictions are rigid, over against those in 
communities having more liberal laws, to demonstrate that the latter 
are preferable. Several chapters are devoted to an elaboration of the 
theme of the change in the popular attitude toward marriage, with some 
suggested plans for promoting happier marriages. The closing chapter 
reviews the ground covered by the book, and states some conclusions. 
An appendix summarizes the marriage and divorce laws of the several 
states. 

So far as subject-matter or theory goes, the work does not contain 
anything new. Nevertheless it is one which, with more care in prepara- 
tion, might have been made distinctly worth while to the general public. 
The writer deals with a live topic in an interesting way, and has gone 
over a vast amount of literature in the field which is not readily accessible 
to the average reader. There is room for an authoritative book which 



